
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conversation and Information Sharing 
Caregiver and early interventionist (EI) exchange information related to the child and family. Both participate 
in the exchange by asking and answering questions, sharing comments, making suggestions and offering 
emotional support.  

 Caregiver updates the EI about the child’s progress at daycare, what they child did at their recent 
visit to grandpa’s farm, new routines/interests, etc. 

 The EI shares information requested by parent on a special diet for autism, points out a more 
sophisticated chewing pattern during snack, or describes the pros and cons of using sign language.  

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Direct Teaching 
The EI shares information about a specific strategy or routine with the intent for the caregiver to learn how to 
use them and/or understand the value.  The child may or may not be included in the interaction until you 
have explained how to use the strategy and how it helps support development.  A handout or video clip may 
be used for support. 

 EI: “If you help him keep his trunk stable, he is better able to reach for toys. If he isn’t steady, he can’t 
reach as easily. Place your hands right here… just like this to provide the most stability. 

 EI: “Mirroring is a strategy we can use to increase his imitation skills. To use this strategy we 
just do what he does and copy his actions.  So if he drops a block in the bucket, you drop a 
block. This will keep him engaged in the interaction and show him the power of imitation.  

My Example: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Demonstration 
The EI takes the lead in demonstrating a strategy with the child while the caregiver observes. He or she sets up the 
demonstration by telling the caregiver what she is going to do, and why. The EI narrates during and after the 
demonstration with the purpose of showing the caregiver how to use the strategy.  Demonstration may be 
repeated and may evolve into guided or caregiver practice with feedback.   

 The EI shows baby the bottle, sets it on the table, and then points while saying to mom “I’m going to point 
to the bottle and then wait 3 seconds to see if he requests it with a gesture or a vocalization.”   

 The EI works directly with the child using least-to-most prompting encourage finger feeding while she 
explains the technique to dad. 

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Caregiver Coaching  

Strategies 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guided Practice with Feedback 

The EI and caregiver work as partners with the child and exchange roles in practicing intervention strategies. 

The EI guides the interaction with specific suggestions about caregiver behavior in the context of a routine 

and demonstration of strategy use.  The caregiver has a turn (or multiple turns) to practice using the strategy 

with the child as the EI makes suggestions during the interaction and offers feedback following the routine. 

 During snack the EI says, “Here are two goldfish for her to eat.  Let’s see what happens if you wait a 

little longer before offering her more.” Child eats and looks at mom and mom reaches out with 

another goldfish. The EI models the word more and coaches mom to say more before giving goldfish. 

Mom asks how long to wait and how many times to repeat the label. 

 Cara is tantruming. Dad positions himself in front of her with two toys. He holds them while the EI 

supports Cara with hand-over-hand to make a choice from dad as he labels and offers them to her.  

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Caregiver Practice with Feedback 

The caregiver takes the lead in interaction with the child as the EI observes and supports the interaction as 

needed. Support is offered by providing feedback specific to the caregiver or child’s behavior, offering 

encouragement, or asking a reflective question without interrupting the routine.  The EI is less actively 

involved or ‘hands-on’ than in either guided practice or joint interaction.  

 Mom is working on pausing to give Amy time to take a turn rather than asking “What ‘s that?”  As 

mom and Amy look at a book together, mom waits after reading the title. Amy vocalizes and mom 

turns the page. Amy points, vocalizes, and looks up at mom to “tell” her about the picture.  The EI 

says: “Wow- I heard her say doggie and ball… That extra time gave her a chance to comment!  She 

led the story and you followed her lead.” 

 The physical therapist steps back from the diaper-changing table and points out how much more JP 

is participating as grandma takes over the dressing routine.  

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Joint Interaction 

The EI and caregiver work as partners with the child practicing strategies embedded in routines.  Joint 

interaction is intended to provide practice for both the child and caregiver.  The EI models the appropriate 

use of intervention strategies, offers reinforcement to the child and caregiver, and keeps the interaction going.  

 The EI joins mom and child in rolling a ball together, pushing the child on a swing, or washing hands. 

 The caregiver, child and EI pick up leaves and put them in a wagon. The caregiver and EI take turns 

supporting the child as he practices balancing and standing. 

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem Solving 

The caregiver and EI consider and discuss strategies to improve routines/outcomes. Both parties contribute, 

define, or clarify solutions to a problem, situation or concern and develop an action plan for when or how 

the strategy will be used in the routine. 

 EI: “He seems to throw the ball away from you- how do you think we could help him roll the ball 

toward you?” 

Mom: “Maybe if I hold the laundry basket he can throw the ball into the basket.” 

EI: “Let’s try it.  You could even say ‘ready, set, go’ to get his attention” 

 Dad: “He eats one bite from the spoon and quits.” 

EI: “Does he eat more of some food than others?” 

Dad: “I don’t think so. But he definitely likes some foods more than others, like bananas. You can’t even get 

them in his mouth.” 

EI: “How much does he eat if he can feed himself with his fingers?” 

 

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Reflection 

The EI and caregiver discuss or watch a video of the caregiver interacting with the child, jointly reflecting on 

successes and areas for improvement.  

 EI: “Let’s watch the video together to see how he responded when you used environmental 

arrangement to encourage him to request during breakfast.” 

 EI: “Why do you think it went better today?” or “What do you want to try differently next time?” 

My Example: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 


